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The Legend of Sleepy Hollow is certainly one of America’s most 
famous short stories. It was published in 1820 as a part of Wash-
ington Irving’s The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent. Although 
it was influenced by northern European storytelling, headless 
horseman were staples of German, Irish, Scandinavian and Brit-
ish legends, the story is also based partly on rumored truth of a 
Hessian soldier who was decapitated by a cannonball and a 
body found after the Battle of White Plains and buried in The 
Old Dutch Burying Ground, Ichabod Crane himself is most like-
ly an amalgam of an army captain named Ichabod Crane that 
Irving met in 1814 and two different school teachers, Jesse Mer-
win in Kinderhook and Irving’s friend Samuel Youngs in Sleepy 
Hollow. Other Sleepy Hollow residents may have served as in-
spiration for other characters as their names are found among 
the headstones of the oldest parts of the Old Dutch Burying 
Ground which also includes Washington Irving. 

 

It endures as a ghost story popular around Halloween.  Alt-
hough it was made into films in 1922, 1934, and 1999, it is the 
Disney animated version from 1949 as a part of The Adventures 
of Ichabod and Mr. Toad that has led to its enduring legacy.  In 
addition, it has inspired other writers, musicians, and theatre 
artists.  And for many weeks during the fall, the horseman 
makes the journey down the street at Disney’s Magic Kingdom 
before the Mickey’s Not So Scary Halloween Party parade. This 
American Legacy short story is one my family would tell on hay 
rides during Halloween when I was child.  It will always have a 
special place in my memories.  I hope you enjoy our rendition. 
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